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Film Festival Rolls in Extra Cash for Local Economy
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SAN LUIS OBISPO COUNTY, Calif- Lights, camera,
action! The San Luis Obispo International Film Festival is kicking off and it
could be a bright way to roll in some extra cash for the local economy. Part of
the event is really to get people in to SLO County and show it off. With the
festival growing more and more people from out town are coming in, and
people who live and work here are benefiting.
Josh Ekblom holds two jobs, he's a part-time server at the Copper Cafe and
during this time of year the amount of customers walking through the door just
isn't making the cut. "This is a slower time of year here so we come to work, its
kind of like we walk around and we figure out if its too slow that we will drop somebody and we won't work as
much," said Ekblom, a server at Copper Cafe.
When 7-thousand people roll into town to catch the flicks that changes. This is the second year in a row Rosemary
and Michael Spencer, from Orange County, are attending the film festival. People coming from out of town coming to
the festival has grown by nearly 30 percent since 2006. "There's so many things to do in the area, we love the beach
and wine tasting, you know the town itself is great," said Rosemary Spencer, a SLO International Film Festival goer.
That's kind of the plan said Festival Director Wendy Eidson, to get people to know and love the central coast. That
plan is working, attendance at the festival has nearly doubled in the last two years.
"It really has kind of blossomed into a county wide event, it used to be happening in just downtown San Luis Obispo
but now we have really made the effort to take the festival to Paso Robles, Atascadero, Shell beach, Avila beach and
also in San Luis," said Wendy Eidson, the Festival Director.
So for a local server like Ekblom, its not a red carpet salary but it sure helps. "It's a little more in the pocket, a little
more extra spending money," said Ekbolm.
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News
Fallen Officers
Lompoc Police Arrest Robbery Suspect
Updated:
Mar 07, 2013 1:04 PM CST
LOMPOC, Calif. –The Lompoc Police Department has arrested a suspect involved in the armed robbery the Circle K Store on
February 10, 2013. Through its investigation, Lompoc Police determined Brandon

More >>

SB Co. Animal Services Looking For Rabbit Volunteers
Updated:
Mar 07, 2013 12:34 PM CST
SANTA BARBARA, Calif. – The Santa Barbara County Animal Shelter is seeking new volunteers to help run its Bunnies Urgently
Needing Shelter (B.U.N.S.), which is located at the Santa Barbara Shelter. The

More >>

SLO Police Arrest Woman Suspected of DUI and Crashing into a House
Updated:
Mar 07, 2013 9:17 AM CST
SAN LUIS OBISPO, Calif. - SLO Police arrest a woman who slammed her car into another car in a parked driveway. 23 year old
Cassandra Cheatham was booked into custody at 11:15pm Wednesday night. This is

More >>

Death Investigation near Templeton
Updated:
Mar 07, 2013 7:39 AM CST
San Luis Obispo County -- The San Luis Obispo County Sheriff's Office is investigating a suspicious death on Cloudy Meadow
Road in the Hidden Valley Ranch area West of Templeton. The Sheriff's Department

More >>
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